RS 25:1000

CHAPTER 22. NAVAL WAR MEMORIAL COMMISSIONS
PART I. LOUISIANA NAVAL WAR MEMORIAL COMMISSION

§1000. Legislative intent

The legislature hereby recognizes that no Naval or Marine Corps war memorial has been established
in Louisiana, despite the heroic participation and sacrifices of its citizens in World War II and subsequent
conflicts in which the United States has been engaged. The legislature further recognizes that a fitting
memorial should be established to honor the Louisianians who participated so valiantly in the naval efforts of
World War II and the Korean and Viet Nam conflicts and that the opportunity to secure a destroyer to be
docked in Louisiana waters as a lasting memorial would honor Louisiana naval personnel and, in addition,
would form an outstanding tourist attraction for Louisianians and other people visiting our state. It is further
recognized that the opportunity to obtain a presently available destroyer, the U.S.S. Kidd, should not be
neglected, since this valiant destroyer, named for Rear Admiral Isaac C. Kidd, who was killed at Pearl
Harbor, has a distinguished record in both conflicts and therefore presents to the state an opportunity which
may not again arise to acquire and establish the U.S.S. Kidd as a Naval war memorial, and that, therefore, a
long delayed public service thus can be achieved through acquisition of this destroyer or, if that proves

impossible, then another suitable memorial.
Added by Acts 1979, No. 415, §1; Acts 1992, No. 68, §4.
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§1001. Commission

A. There is hereby created in the Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism, office of tourism, the
Louisiana Naval War Memorial Commission. The commission shall be composed of seventeen members, one of
whom shall be the secretary of the Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism, or his designee, one of whom
shall be the secretary of veterans affairs, or his designee, and fifteen of whom shall be appointed by the governor.

B. The initial appointive members of the commission shall be appointed by September 15, 1979, and in
making his appointments, the governor shall designate five members to serve initial terms of two years, five to serve
initial terms of four years, and six to serve initial terms of six years. Thereafter, the members shall be appointed for
terms of six years each. A vacancy in the membership of the commission shall be filled by the governor by
appointment for the unexpired term.

C. The commission shall be domiciled in Baton Rouge. The commission shall elect a chairman, a vice
chairman, and such other officers as it shall determine. The commission shall hold at least one regular meeting each
year and may hold other meetings upon call of the chairman or a majority of the members. A majority of serving
members shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business.

D. Members shall serve without compensation but may be reimbursed for actual expenses incurred in
attendance at meetings and otherwise in the performance of the duties of the commission at the direction of the
commission.

E.(1) The governor or the commission may remove a member for cause.

(2) If a member misses two consecutive meetings and the absences have not been approved by the
commission, the commission may remove the member. If the commission seeks to remove a member pursuant to this
Paragraph, it shall notify the governor in writing prior to removal of the member. If the governor does not object to the
removal within thirty days of receipt of written notification, the commission may remove the member.

Added by Acts 1979, No. 415, §1; Acts 2009, No. 84, §1; Acts 2016, No. 100, §1.
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§1002. Duties

A. The commission shall have authority to acquire, transport, berth, renovate, equip, operate, and
maintain, and to exhibit the destroyer U.S.S. Kidd or, if acquisition thereof becomes impossible or
impractical, then any other property acquired for use as a permanent public naval and marine corps, or both
memorial, and to adopt rules and regulations for the use of such memorial and its properties.

B. The commission shall have control over the destroyer U.S.S. Kidd or other naval and marine
corps, or both memorial, and over any improvements and exhibits located thereon and any additions
constructed, created, leased, acquired, or erected in connection therewith.

C. The commission shall select a site for permanently docking the U.S.S. Kidd or other naval and
marine corps, or both memorial within Louisiana and make all necessary arrangements for acquiring a
location for its exhibition.

D. The commission shall be responsible for all distribution and collection of funds connected with
this project. It is also authorized to contract for, receive, accept and expend any funds made available from
public or private sources. No employees of the commission shall be deemed to be employees of the state or
be entitled to join the state retirement system.

E. Repealed by Acts 1985, No. 109, §2, eff. June 29, 1985.

F. The commission shall not authorize reports and recommendations which include the issue,
publication, or distribution of general information documents or pamphlets, which are published on a regular
basis and are generally known as newsletters.

Added by Acts 1979, No. 415, §1; Acts 1985, No. 109, §2, eff. June 29, 1985; Acts 1986, No. 827, §1.
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§1003. Authority to acquire, construct, and finance certain facilities and improvements

A. The Louisiana Naval War Memorial Commission, in addition to those duties specified in R.S.
25:1002, shall have the authority to acquire, construct, and finance a landing facility for commercial
excursion boats, an observation area, a platform for tourist related recreational projects, and other related
improvements to the U.S.S. Kidd and its related maritime museum and memorial center, as needed public
facilities and improvements, and as a means of enhancing the revenue-producing potential of such facilities.

In the exercise of this authority, the commission is further authorized and empowered to enter into and
execute an agreement or agreements with the city of Baton Rouge, the parish of East Baton Rouge, or both,
hereinafter referred to as "the city and the parish", and such entities are likewise authorized to enter into such
agreement for participation by the city and the parish in the acquisition, construction, and financing of such
facilities and improvements.

B.(1) Subject to the approval of their respective governing authorities and the State Bond
Commission, the city and the parish are further authorized to issue certificates of indebtedness for the
purpose of paying the cost of constructing, acquiring, and improving any public facility or improvement
authorized in this Section. These certificates of indebtedness shall be authorized by resolution of the
respective governing authority and shall be payable from the income and revenues to be derived from
admittance charges to such facilities together with any other income and revenues pledged by the
commission to be derived from the operation of the landing facility, observation area, platform, and other
improvements after payment of the reasonable cost of operation and maintenance thereof. Certificates issued
hereunder shall not constitute an indebtedness or pledge of the general credit of the state of Louisiana nor of
the city or parish within the meaning of any constitutional or statutory limitation on indebtedness. Such
certificates of indebtedness shall mature over a period not exceeding twenty years, shall be in such form, and
shall be callable under such terms at such premiums as may be set out in the resolution of the respective
governing authority. These certificates of indebtedness shall be sold and bear interest at such rate or rates as
may be determined by the respective governing authority and approved by the State Bond Commission.

Such certificates of indebtedness and the income therefrom shall further be exempt from all taxation in the
state of Louisiana. These certificates of indebtedness when issued shall be negotiable paper under the law
merchant, shall not be invalid for any irregularity or defect in the proceedings providing for their issuance,
and shall be incontestable in the hands of bona fide purchasers thereof for value. No court shall have
authority or jurisdiction to inquire into the legality thereof if the validity of such certificates is not raised
within thirty days from the date of publication of the ordinance providing for their issuance.

(2) In addition to the authority set forth in Paragraph (1) above, the city and the parish may issue
certificates of indebtedness under the authority of R.S. 33:2921 to R.S. 33:2925, after satistying the legal
requirements set forth therein, but for terms not to exceed twenty years.

C. Subject to the approval of their respective governing authorities and the State Bond Commission,
the city and the parish may issue revenue bonds under the terms and provisions of Part XIII of Chapter 4,
Chapter 13, and Chapter 13-A, all of Title 39 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, for the purpose of
financing all or any portion of the costs of the public improvements or facilities authorized in this Section.

Such revenue bonds shall not be general obligations secured by the full faith and credit of the city, the
parish, or the state of Louisiana. The principal, interest, and redemption premiums on the revenue bonds, if
any, shall be payable solely from the income and revenue derived from the facility or improvement so
financed, all as more fully set forth in said Part XIII. The commission is further authorized to contract with
respect to such projects or facilities as herein provided and more fully set forth in said Part XIII.

D. Under such agreement, the commission is further authorized to recognize an undivided interest of
the city and the parish in the property acquired, constructed, or improved with the proceeds of the certificates
or bonds in the proportion that the actual contribution of each to principal and interest requirements bears to
the total principal and interest on the certificates or bonds to maturity, the proportion of ownership interest to
be vested in each of the participating entities to be finally fixed and determined upon payment of the



certificates or bonds. The revenues to be derived from the operation thereof shall be attributed to the city, the
parish, and the commission in the manner provided in the aforesaid agreement.

E. Under such agreement, the commission, the city, and the parish may conjointly provide for the
operation of the facilities and improvements so financed. The commission, the city, and the parish are further
jointly authorized to lease commercial space within or on such properties in accordance with the provisions
of Part 1 of Chapter 10 of Title 41 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, including requirements for
advertising for and receiving public bids for such leases, except that such leases shall be awarded and
executed according to the following terms and conditions:

(1) The following determinations shall be made in awarding each lease:

(a) The financial qualifications of the applicants for the proposed lease.

(b) The compatibility of the proposed lease with the integrity, structure, and safety of the property.

(¢) The impact of the proposed lease on the character of the area in which the properties are located.

(d) The fair market rental price based upon other comparable properties.

(2) Such leases shall provide for a fair and equitable return of revenue to the lessor based upon the
fair market rental price.

(3) Additional procedural requirements for such leases may be adopted by the governing authority of
the city and the parish.

F. The commission, the city, and the parish may apply for and receive Urban Development Action
Grant monies and any other federal funds available through grant or loan programs for the purposes of this
Section.

Acts 1985, No. 248, §1, eff. July 6, 1985.



